j0g                                   TO THE STUDENTS
word of God in its fulness, and so I say to a Hindu boy, that h|
must not uproot the traditions in which he has been brougtit
up, as I say to a Mussulman or a Christian boy that he mug|
not uproot his traditions. And so whilst I would welcome yous.
learning the Gospels and your learning the Koran, I would cer-
tainly insist on all of you Hindu boys, if I had the power o|
insistence, learning the Gita, It is my belief that the impurity
that we see about boys in schools, the carelessness about things
that matter in life, the levity with which the student world
deals with the greatest and most fundamental questions of life
is due to this uprooting of tradition from which boys have
hitherto derived their sustenance.
But I must not be misunderstood. I do not hold that every-
thing ancient is good because it is ancient. I do not advocate
surrender of God-given reasoning faculty in the face of ancient
tradition. Any tradition however ancient, if inconsistent with
morality, is fit to be banished from the land. Untouchability
may be considered to be an ancient tradition, the institution of
child widowhood and child marriage may be considered to be
ancient tradition, and even so many an ancient horrible belief
and superstitious practice. I would sweep them out of existence
if I had the power. When, therefore, I talk of respecting the
ancient tradition, you now understand what I mean, and it is
because I see the same God in the Bhagavadgita as I see in the
Bible and the Koran that I say to the Hindu boys that they
will derive greater inspiration from the Bhagavadgifa because
they will be tuned to the Gita more than to any other book,
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